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General Afembly 


C HH U R CH 


s L A N D, 


* at Edinburgh, the 22d Day of May 1766, and « con- 
cluded the 2d Day of * ſaid Year. 


A: 


The King's Commiſſion to John Earl of 
G produced, and ordered to be 
recorded. 8 : 


Edinburgh, 22d May 1766. 
E E General Aſſembly of this National 
Church being conveened and conſti- 
tured ,there was produced to them by 
the Right Honourable Jon n Earl 
of GLAS GO w, the King's Commiſ- 
ſion, ſealed with the Seal appointed by 
the Treaty of Union to be kept and 
uſed in Scotland, in Place of the Great Seal of Scotland, 


making and conſtituting him His * s High Commiſ- 
ſioner 


The Ad of the 


A 


ſioner and ee in this Aſſembly; of the ſame 
"Tenor with the Commiſſion granted to his Lordſhip laſt 
Year : Ms Commiſſion was publicly read, with all due 
Honour and Keſpect, and ordereq to be recorded in the 


Books ol Aſſembly 


FFC 


l. 


The King's moſt Gra cious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by His Majeſty” s Commylioner: 


Edinburgh, 22d May 1766. 


Spy «ferivitur, GEORGE R. 

= 81 Reverend and Well beloved, We greet you 
well. The repeated Proofs We have received 
of your Affection and Loyalty to Our Perſon 


gard to the Intereſts of Religion and Virtue, give Us the 
orcateſt Confidence of your continuing in the | lame pious 
and dutiful Sentiments; and it is therefore with much Sa; 
tisfaction We now repeat to you the Aſſurance of Our Will 
and Reſolution to ſupport the Preſby terian Church of Scor- 
land in the Enjoyment of all its Rights and Privileges, 
and of Our Diſpoſition to countenance the General Affem- 
blies of that Church with Our Favour and Authority, as on 
all other Occaſions, ſo particularly on this of their preſent 
Meeting. We doubt not but you bring wich you to this 
vour Aſſembly fo fincere a Concern for the Advancement of 
Piety and true Morality, as will direct all your. Counſels 
to the general good of Mankind; and that your Zeal for 
theſe laudable Purpoſes will be fo rempered with Candour 


and Government, as well as of your zealous Re- 


and Moderation, as may beſt contribute to the Succeſs of | 
your picus Endeavours; for the promoting of which you ö 


may affure yourſelves of My firm and hearty Concurrence. 


Your Attention to diſcover any. ſecret Practices that may . 
be carrying on for the Increaſe of Popery, will need no o- 


cher Call to awaken it but the Conſideration of the many i 
Bleſſings you enjoy under the preſent happy Fſtabliſnment 
of religious as well as civil Liberty. Jo infuſe into the 1 
Minds df the People the fame juſt Senſe of their Happineſs, | I 
and to preſent before them the fatal Conſequences of liſten- WM 


ing 


8 —— ——— — 
” * 
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ing to any Perſon who may wiſh to ſow the Seeds of Dif. 
ſenlion among them, as it may be the moſt effectual 
Means to prevent and fruſtrate ſuch evil Deſigns, ſo We 
truſt it will become one of the inn Objects of your En- 
deavours. 

We have made choice of Our Right Truſty and Right 
\Wcll-beloved Couſin JoHN Earl of GLASGOW ro be Our 
Commiſſioner, and to repreſent Our Perſon in this Aſſem- 
bly ; who, from lis known Zeal for Our Service, his firm 
Adherence to the true Intereſt of his Country, and the Fi- 
dclity and Prudence with which he has already diſcharged 
this important Truſt, We are perfuaded will be acceptable 
to you. We promiſe Ouriclves that nothing will be want- 
ing on your Part, that may tend to the Advancement of 
Religion and Piety, and to the aitaining thoſe good Ends 
for w chich you are at this Time aſſembled. And fo We bid 
you heartily Farewell. 


Given at Our Court at St James's the 26th Day 
of April 17606, and in the 6th Year of Our 
Reign. 


ASS 
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The General Aſſembly” J Andra to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 
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— it peo your 22 


tirade for this ee Proof of Your 1 
Favour. 


and Reſolution to ſupport the Church of Scotland in the 
Enjoyment of all its Rights and Privileges, and the Ex- 
preſſions of Your Majeſty's Confidence in the Affection and 
Loyalty of this Church to Your Koyal Perſon and Govern- 
ment, afford us the higheſt Satisfaction. 


11A IIIA Tritte 


The Aſſurance You are pleaſed to give us of Your Will 


B Under | 
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Under the auſpicious Protection of a Prince, zealous for 
the Intereſts of Religion and Virtue, we ſhould be left With= 
out Excuſe, if we did not ſtrenuouſſy exert ourſelves in pro- 
moting theſe great Intereſts, in a Manner that becometh 
dutiful Subjects ro Your Majeſty, and the faithful Servantg 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

As it hath been our conſtant Endeavour to oppoſe the 
Deſigns of thoſe who are avowed tnemies to our religious 
and civil Liberties, and to ſuppreſs the Growth of Popery, 
fo it ſhall be our Buſineſs to be attentive to diſcover ag 
ſecret Practices that may be carrying on by the Emiſſarics 
of Rome, to counteract their. artful Contrivances, and to 
ſruſtrate their ſeditious and wicked Purpoſes. Anima: ed 
with a juſt and lively Senſe of the Importance and Excellen- 
cy of the Bleſſings we enjoy under the preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, it fhall be our unwearied Care, to infuſe the ſame 
Sentiments into the Minds of thoſe under our Iuſpection, 
and to guard them agaiuſt the Deluſions of an idolatrous 
Superſtition, equally contrary to the Word of Gop, and 
to the noble Conſtitution of Government under which we 
we pled. 5 3 

We thankfully acknowledge your Majeſty's Royal Do- 
nation for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge in the High- 
lands and Ilandi of Scotland; and we will be careful to ap- 
ply it in. ſuch Manner as may moſt effectually contribute to 
the Accompliſhment of Your Majeſty's pious and charitable 
Intention. | 1 
The approved Zeal of the Earl of Glaſgow in Your Ma- 
jeſty's Service; our Experience of his Abilities for the Diſ- 
charge of ſo high a Truſt; his exemplary Regard to 
Religion; his warm Affection for this Church, and his 
many amiable and chriſtian Virtues, make Your Ma- 
jeſty's Choice of him to repreſent Your Royal Per. 
ſon in this Aſſembly moſt acceptable to this whole 
Church. be, | + 

That ALMIicaTY Gop may eſtabliſh Your Throne 
in Righteouſneſs, and in the Hearts of Your Subjects; 
That he may long preſerve Your Majeſty, the Guardian 
of Liberty, and Pattern of Piety and Virtue, to Your 
People; That he may pour down his Heavenly Bleſſings 
on Your Royal Conſort, our moſt gracious Queen; That 
the Divine Favour may ever attend His Royal Highnels 
the Prince of Wales, and all Your Royal Family; That 
Your Deſcendants may to lateſt Ages reign over a free and 
loyal People, and thar, after a long and happy Lite on 
Earth, you may enjoy the Glorious Crown of Immortali- 


IT 
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ty, thro? JESUSCHRIST Our LORD, 


Theſe are, and ever ſhall be, the earneſt Prayers of, 
May it pleaſe Your - Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful. 
Moſt obedient, and moſt Joy al Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our Name, in our Preſence, and 
at our Appointment, by 


_ _ _ JOHN HAMILTON, Moderate. 
FC ISIS Sf 


IV. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 


ling Elders for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and for mana- 
ging His Majeſty's Royal oY for 
that End. 


— Edinburgh, 3d June 1766. Seſſ. 11 


74. HE General Aſſembly do lech nominate and ap- 


point the Reverend Mr John Hamilton one of the 


N Miniſters of the City ot Glaſgow, their Mode- 


rator, Mr John Glen, Dr Patrick Cuming, Dr 
Alexander Webſter, Mr Alexander Brice at Kirknewton, Mr 
Nobert Fiſher at Collington, Mr James Craig at Currie, Dr 


William Robertſon Principal, Dr Robert Hamilton Profeſſor - 


of Divinity, Dr Hugh Blair Profeſſor of Rhetorick, Dr Ro- 


bert Wallace, Dr George Withart, Mr Robert Walker, Mr 


David Plenderleith, Dr Daniel M. Juen, Mr John Erkine, 
Mr Alexander Stewart, Dr John Dryſdale, Mr Hary Lundie, 
Dr Robert Dick, Miniſters, Members of the Preſbytery of 
Edinburgh: Dr James Oſwald Miniſter at Merhven, Mr James 
Muiriſon Principal of the New College of St Andrews, Mr 
Thomas Tullideph Principal of the United Colleges there, Mr 

Laurence 
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Laurcuce Hill of the Barony Pariſh of Glasgow, Mr 
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Colin Campbell at Kilmarnock, Mr Alam F. erguſon at Mon 
lin, Mr James Stewart at Killin, Mr James Stewart at Dull, 
Mr Thomas Randale at Inchture, Mr James Lindſay at Kirk- 
lifton, Mr Archbald Stevenſon at St Madoes, Mr David Smith 
at Inmerwick, Mr Charles Nisber at Montroſe, Mr George 
Trail at Dunnet, Mr Martin M*Pherſon at Slate, Mr Fohn 
Lunmiſden at Sirathdon, Mr James Scot at Muthel, Mr Da. 
5% Blair at Brechin, Mr David Hunter at St Audrews Mr 
Alexander Scot at Meigle, Mr John Robertſon at Alyth, Mr 
Jae Munro at Cromarty, Dr John Ogilvy at Midimar, Mr 
John Touch ar Myortlach, Mr Malcolm Nicholſon at Kultarlety, 


Mr David Im ie at St. Mungo, Mr John Freebairn at Dyy- 


Barton, Dr John I, alker at Maffut, Mr Duncan McFarlane 
at Diymen, Mr Heaor M*Phail at Kilmichacl, Mr Fames 
Robertſon at Lochbroom, Miniſters ; the Right Honourahle 
the Lord Preſident, the Right Honourable the Lord juſtice 
Clerk, James Montgomery Eſq; Lord Advocate, Mr Han) 
Dundaſs Sollicitor, the Procurator, Mr Coſmo Gordon Ad- 
vocate, Mr Alexander Wight Advocate, Mr Robert Sinclair 
Advocate, Mr Andrew Crosbie Advocate, Al:xa::der Robert, 
ſon of Straloch Eiq; Mr Albert Munro of Coull, Bailie James 
Gentle, Mr Archibald I/allace Merchant in Edinturgh, Mr 
Fames Fleming Advocate, Mr John Anderſon Profeiſor of 
Natural Philoſophy at Glaſgow, Mr William Galloway Mer. 


chant in Edinburgh, John Buchan of Lethem Eſq; George 


Hepburn of Smeiton Eſq; the Right Honourable the Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, the Honourable Johu Home Eſq; Lord 
Conſervator, Mr Jo Chalmers Writer to the Signet, Dr 
Matthew Stewart, Bailie William Sands Bookſeller in Edin- 
burah, Mr William M*Donald Writer, Mr Iſaac Grant 
Writer, Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr 
Clair of Ulbſter, Mr Alexander Orr Writer, and Bailie 
n Haller Merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders, to be 
a Commictee of this Aſſembly, for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the Knowledge 
of true Religion, ſuppreſſing Fopery and Prophanenefs, and 
for managing the Royal Bounty given for theſe Ends, ac- 
cording to, aud in Terms of His Majeſty's Grant to this Aſ- 
ſembly. In Proſecution of which Purpoſes, the Committee 
are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts to go to ſuch Places 
as they ſhall find, upon due Information, to be moſt pro- 
per, according to His Majeſty's Deſign expreſſed in his 
Warrant; and, in fo doing, that they have particular Re- 
gard to ſuch Pariſhes in Sout-CViſt, Small- Iſler, Glenco, Har- 
ris, the Counties of Mo:4arr, Glengairie, and Lochaber, 
and the other Pariſhes of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, 


which the Committee ſhall find, by Reaſon of their vaſt 
— Extent, 
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Extent, the Prevalency of Popery and Ignorance, and other 
unhappy Circumſtances, to be in the greateſt Diſtreſs: And 
they ſhall take Care, that the Perſons they employ be cer- 
tifi d, and found, upon due Trial, to be properly qualified 
cor theſe reſpective Offices, of good Abilities for the ſame, 
of a pious Life and Converſation, prudent, of undoubted 
Loyalty to Fs Majeſty, and of competent Skill in the 
Principles of Divinity, and particularly in Popiſh Contro- 
verſies : Such Preachers and Catechiſts being hereby ap- 
pointed to be ſubject to, and under the Inſpection of, the 
Prezhyteries of the Bounds to which they are ſent, who are 
to take Care that the Orders of the Committee be duly ob- 
ſerred by them: And the Preachers are alſo appointed to 
catechiſe; and both they and the Catechiſts to inſtruct the 
people from Houſe to Houſe, and to viſit the Sick: And, 
in all their Labours among the People, to be careful to 
teach them the Principles and Duties of the true Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Obligations they are under to 
Duty and Loyalty to our Sovereign King George, and Obe- 
dience to the Laws: And the Committee are impowered to 
give them ſuch Inſtructions, as to their Work and Beha- 


Preachers and Catechiſts are hereby ordered ro obey. The 
General Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid Committee 
to have a particular Regard in their Froceedings to the 
Regulations agreed upon by the Committee of the Aſſem- 
bly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 3oth Day of 
September 1730, approven by ſubſequent Aſſemblies ; and 
to take Care that Presbyteries, and others concerned, ©ob- 


ticularly the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Presbyteries to in- 
ſert in their Regiſters, the Committee's Appointments of 
the Deſignations, Salaries, and Stations of the ſeveral 
Miſſionaries, and to have an exact Regard thereto, in all 
the Letters they ſhall write about the ſaid Miſſionaries, and 


Letters concerning Miſſionaries in their Bounds, only to 
the Moderator of the Committee; which Letters ſhall be 
ſigned, at the Appointment of the Presbytery, by the Mo- 
derator or Clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge 
any Payments to be made of the Salaries of the Miſſionaries, 
except upon Receipts from the Miſſionaries themſelves, and 


have ſerved for the Time mentioned in the Receipts. The 
apply, for the Purpoſes above-mentioned, what may re- 


mam of the laſt Year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſed of, by 
Reaſon of any of the Miſſionaries not fulfilling the Ap- 


viour, as they ſhall judge meet; which Inſtructions the 


ſerve the ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: Par- 


in giving of Certificates to them; and to direct all their 


upon Certificates from the Presbyteries, bearing that they 


General Aſſembly do alſo impower the ſaid Committee to 
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pointments laid upon them: And they are to keep a Re- 
giſter of their Proceedings, and likewiſe diſtin& Books of 
Accompts, how the foreſaid Money is beſtowed, which 
{hall be patent to any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect the 
ſame. Of the Perſons above named as Members of this 
Committee, five are declared ro be a Quorum, whereof 
three are to be Miniſters. Bur it is hereby appointed, 
that at the Quarterly Meeting of the Committee, in which 
the Scheme or Eſtabliſhment of Miſſionaries for the enſyine 
Year is to be approved and determined, not leſs than "Sig 
tcen ſhall be the Quorum. whereof nine ſhall be Miniſters, 
and the ſaid Committee are appointed to have their Meer. 
ings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of the Society in Scotland 
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, the laſt T/ur{{ay of 
every Month, at four ef the Clock Afternoon, and alfo 
the firſt lawful Day after the Adjournment of the four ſta— 
ted Diets of the Commiſtion of the General Aſſembly, ar 
ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, except that Day ſhalt 
fall to be Saturday, and then the Meeting ſhall be upon 
Monday next thereafter, at the faid Hour; with Power to 
the ſaid Committee to adjourn thenifelves to ſuch Times 
and Places, as they fhall find moft needful and convenient: 
And they are to keep a Correſpondence with the Commiſ- 
ſion of the General Aſſembly, and the Society for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Di- 
rectors, and to take their Advice and Aſſiſtance; and alſo 
to correſpond with the Synods and Presbyteries concerned. 
They are likewiſe inſtructed and impowered, as they ſhall 
ſee Cauſe, ro apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, 
for Aſſiſtance and Support in carrying on the Deſign of the 
Commiſſion now given to them. And the General Aſ- 
fembly do by theſe Preſents nominate and appoint Mr Da- 
vid Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be 
Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the 
fame as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the ſaid Com- 
mittee, and according to their Rules. And the ſaid Com- 
mittee are appointed to examine the Accompts of the Diſ- 
| tribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame before 
the Lords Commiſfioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, or the 
Barons of His Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, 'and to re- 
port their Diligence ro the General Aſſembly, ro whom 
they are to be accountable. And it is agreed, that no Per- 
fon once employed and inſert in the Scheme, ſhall be ſtruck 
out thereof for that Year, but by the Quorum of at leaſt 
fourteen, whereof nine to be Miniſters ; and in Caſe any 
Complaint ſhall be made againſt any of them on the 
Scheme, it ſhall not be determined the firſt ordinary Meet- 


ing that the ſame is offered, but it ſhall ly on the 1 
Ill 
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zl another Meeting; ard, in the mean Time, the Perſon 


complained of, and the Presbytery of the Bounds wherein 
he officiates, ſhall be acq"ainted of ſuch Complaint, and 
theſe concerned be required to ſend to the ſaid Committee a 
juſt Account of the Matter, againſt their next Meeting. 
and it is further appointed, that after the yearly Scheme of 
Miſſionaries on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in Manner a- 
ove directed, and Notice thereof given by Letters to the 
presbyteries concerned, ſuch Presbyteries ſhall ſend up to 
the ſaid Committee their Anſwers to theſe Letters, at far- 
theſt with their Commiſſtoners to the General Aſſembly, if 
the ſame be not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt Meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour 
to complear the next Year's Scheme. themſelves ; and if 
they cannot compleat it, that they ſhall name a Sub-com- 
mittee of their Number for that Purpoſe, who are to lay 
their Draught thereof before a ſubſequent Meeting, which 
are appointed to meet as ſoon after the Riſing of the Aſ- 
ſembly as poſſible : And that the ſaid Committee, in ma- 
king up the Scheme of Miſſionaries, c. do not exceed the 
Sum in the Grant. 


EENESHELE LELALLE Bo 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders for diſcuſſing Affairs re- 


ferred to them. 


re iz HE General Aſſembly conſidering, 
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from the Presbytery of Dornock, Mr 


Martin Mepherſon at Gol ſpie, Mr George M Culloch at 
Lath, Miniſters; and Alexander Gray of Overikibo Eſq; 
Ruling Flder: From the Burgh of Dornock, Mr John 
Moſman Merchant in Edinburgh + From the Presbytery of 
Caithneſs, Mr Alexander Nicolſon at Thurſo, Mr George 
Traill 


they cannot overtake, do hereby 


point the Reverend Mr John Hamil- 


———_ 
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Alexander Pitcairn at Shapinſhay, Mr James Leſely at Rou- 


Mr Thomas Simpſon firſt Trades Counſellor ; From the Unj- 


| Kirkliſton, Mr John Knox at Slamannan, Miniſters; Lord 


Mr Walter Scot Merchant in Edinburgh : From the Presby- 


later at Linton, Mr John Baird at Szobo, Miniſters ; and 


at Herior, Mr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr John Gour- 


Haddington, Mr Archibald Blair at Garver, Mr George 
Anderſon at Pancaitland, Mr James Roy at Preſtonpans, Mi- 
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Traill at Dunnet, Miniſters ; and George Sinclair of Ulbſer 
Efq; Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Kirkwall, Mr 
Hugh Sutherland at Kirkwall, Mr Hugh Mouar at Evie, 
Miniſters; and Mr John Tod Ship Carpenter in Leith, Ry. 
ling Elder: From the Burgh of Kirkwall, Patrick Grzme 
of Greames hall Eſq; Frem the Presbytery of North: Iſles, Mr 


fay, Miniſters ; and Mr Charles Sheriff Merchant ia Leith, 
Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr John 
Glen, Dr Patrick Cumming, Dr Alexander Webſter, Mr 
Alexander Brice at Kirk Newton, Mr Robert Fither at Cyl. 
lington, Mr James Craig at Currie, Miniſters ; Mr Will;am 
Alex inder Merchant in Edinburgh, Mr John Haddoway 
Merchant in Leith, and Bailie John Carmichael, one of the 
preſent Bailies of Edinburgh: From the City of Edinburgh, 
the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, and 


verſity of Edinburgh, Dr William Robertſon Principal of the 
Univerſity there: From the Church ef Campvere, the Ho- 
nourable John Home Eſq; Lord Conſervator: From the 
Presbytery of Linlizhgow, Mr James Naeſmith at Dalmenie, 
Mr Charles Wilkie at Ecclesmachin, Mr James Lindſay at 


Napier, and Thomas Hogg younger of Newliſtor, Ruling 
Elders : From the Burgh of Lin/thgow, Mr James Moriſon 
Deacon of the Shoemakers: From the Burgh of Quecensferry, 


tery of Biggar, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr William 
Howe at Skirling, Mr Andrew Plummer at Broughton, Mini- 
ſters; and Mr Robert Steel Tenant in Kilbucho, Ruling 
Elder : From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr Thomas Find- 


James Montgomery Eſq; Lord Advocate, Ruling Elder : 
From the Burgh of Peebler, Mr Alexander Murray Advo- 
cate: From the Presbytery of Dalkeich, Mr John Murray 


lay at Fala, Miniſters ; and the Right Honourable the 
Lord Preſident, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 


niſters; and William Law of Elving ſion Eſq; Ruling Er- 
der: From the Burgh of Haddingion, John Buchan of Le- 
them Fig; From the Burgh of North-Berwick, Captain Ro- 
bert Stair Dalrymple : From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr 
David Smith at Innerwick, Mr Abraham Home at Mhiting- 
hame, Miniſters; and George Hepburn of Smeiron Eſq; Ru- 
ling Elder : From the Burgh of Dunbar, Richard Ander- 
fon Eſq; of Winter field: From the Presbytery of * 

Ir 
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Mr Robert Douglas at Buncle, Mr Adam Murray at Abbay St 
Bal haus, Miniſters; and Robert Hepburn Eſq; of Clerłington, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Chirnſide, Mr John 
Waugh at #hirfome, Mr George Cupples at Swinton, Mi- 
niſters; and Sir John Stewart of Allan- Bank, Ruling Er 
der: From the Presbytery of Kelſo, Mr Joſeph Laick at 
Yerholme, Mr David Dickſon at Eduam, Miniſters; and Mr 
Henry Dundas His Majeſty's Solicitor, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Fedburgh, Mr John Rogers ai Hownam, 
Mr William Parton at fckford, Mr William Scot at Abbor- 
rule, Miniſters ; and Mr John Heron in Eckford-moſ5, Ru- 
ling Elder: From the Presbyrery of Ear//toun, Mr John 
Bell ar Gordon, Mr Abraham Ker at Nenthorn, Miniſters ; 
and Robert Kennedy of Auchierfardle Eſq; Ruling der: 
From the Burgh of Lauder, the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Lauderdale: From the Presbytery of Selkirk, Mr James 
Lorimer at Yarrow, Mr John Adams at Errerick, Miniſters; 
and Lord Alemoor, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Sel- 
kirk, Gideon Schaw of Lawriſton Eſq; From the Presbytery 
of Annan, Mr James Currie at Middlebee, Mr Thomas 
Smith at Cummertrees, Miniſters; and Mr Alexander Orr 
Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of 
Annan, Mr John Anderſon Profeſſor of Natural Philoſophy 
at Glaſgow + From the Presbytery of Langholme, Mr John 
Scotland at Exskaale-muir, Mr John Dickie at Langholme, 
Miniſters ; and Mr John Craigie Chamberlain to his Grace 
the Duke of Buccleugh, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
of Lochmaben, Mr David Imrie at St Mungo, Mr Matthew 
Cleghorn at Dryſdale, Mr Joſeph Ferguſon at Tundergarth, 
Miniſters ; and James Mounſay Eſq; of Rammarikails, Ru- 
ling Elder: From the Burgh of Lochmaben, Dr Colin Drum- 
mond Phyciſian in Edinburgh From the Presbytery of 
Penpont, Mr Peter Yorſtoun at Cloſeburn, Mr Thomas 
Wilſon at TJyuron, Miniſters ; and Mr Thomas Hunter in 
the Pariſh of Tynron, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
of Dumfries, Mr Thomas Mutter at Dumfries, Mr john 
Marſhall at Tiatall, Mr Philip Moriſon at Dunſcore, Mini- 
ſters; and Mr Andrew Croſbie Advocate, Ruling Elder: 
From the Burgh of Dumfries, John Dickſon of Conhearh 
Eſq: preſent Provoſt: From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbrighr, 
Mr Robert Coupar at Girthon, Mr John Scot at Twyn- 
holme, Mr David Blenſhall at Balmaghie, Miniſters; and Mr 
Robert Ramſay in Murrayzown, Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Wigtoun, Mr Ebenezer Stot at Minnigaff, Mr 
John Hart at Kirkinner, Miniſters ; Mr Archibald Wallace 
Merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : From the Burgh of 
Wigtown, Mr Thomas Halladay Preacher of the Goſpel : 
From the Burgh of Mhithorn, Mr James Wilkie Merchant 
| D | in 
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in Edinburgh: From the Presbytery of Stranrawer, Mr 
John Dickſon at Newluce, Mr James Mochrie at Colmonell, 
Miniſters ; and Dr Robert Finlay of Drummore, Ruling El. 
der: From the Burgh of Srtranrawer, Mr Patrick M*Dou- 
gal Advocate: From the Presbytery of Air, Mr William 
Auld at Mauchline, Mr James Conrel at Lorn, Mr John 
Dun at Auchinleck, Mr George Muir at Cumnock, Mr 
Alexander Moodie at Riccarton, Miniſters ; the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Mr James Stevenſon 
Rogers Advocate, Ruling Elders: From the Burgh of Air, 
Mr John Chalmer Writer to the Signet : From the Presby- 
tery of Irvine, Mr William Coats at Ai/maurs, Mr Gilbert 
Lang at Largs, Mr George Lawrie at Loudon, Miniſters ; 

and the Honourable Patrick Boyle of Showalton Eſq; "og 
ling Elder: From the Burgh of Rev frew, Mr lla Campbell 
Advocate: From the Presbytery of Hamilton, Mr Robert 
Bell at Strathaven, Mr James Baillie at Bozhwell, Mr John 
Riſk at Dalſerf, Miniſters; and Mr Robert Sinclair Advo— 
cate, Ruling Flder: From the Presbytery of Lanerk, Mr 
John Kingan at :Crawfird, Mr David Carmichael at Pit- 
tenain, Mr Thomas Linning at Leſmahagoe, Miniſters ; and 
Mr George Irvine of Newton Eſq; Ruling Elder: From 
the Burgh of Lanerk, Mr . Alexander Wight Advocate: 

From the Presbytery of Glaſgow, Mr Laurence Hill of the 
Barony Pariſh of Glaſgou, Mr John Erskine at Glaſgow, Mr 
James Stoddart at Kirkintilloch, Miniſters ; and Archibald 
Ingram Eſq; late Provoſt of Glaſgow, Ruling Elder: From the 

City of Glaſgow, Provoſt John Bowman: From the Univerſity 
of Glaſgow, Doctor James Williamſon Profeſſor of Mathe- 
matics: From the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr Colin 
Campbell at Kitmaronock, Mr James Morifon at Killearn, 
Mr John Freebairn at Dumbarton, Miniſters ; and Sir James 
Colquhoun of Luſi, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of 
Dumbarton, Mr James Flint one of the Bailies of Dumbar- 
ton From the Burgh of Rothſay, Dr Mathew Stewart: 

From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr George Robertſon at 
Campbleton, Mr Archibald M*Neil at Clachan, Miniſters ; 
and Alexander M*Millan of. Dunmore Eſq; Ruling Elder: 

From the Presbytery of Lorn, Mr William Campbell at 
Kilchrenan, Mr Joſeph M'Iftyre at Glenorchay, Miniſters , 

and the Right Honourable the Lord Stoneficld, Ruling El. 
der: From "the Presbytery of Mull, Mr Archibald M*Ta. 
viſh at Toroſay, Mr Charles Campbell at Tyric, Miniſters, 
and Mr Allan M*Dougal Writer in Edinhureh, Ruling El. 
der: From the Presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Adam F erguſon, 
at Moulin, Mr James Stewart at Killin, Mr T1 homas Bifſe* 
at Logierait, Mr James Stewart at Dull, Miniſters; Alex” 


ander Robertſon of Straloch and Mr James Fleeming 
Advocate, 
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Advocate, Ruling Elders: From the Presbytery of Perth, {| 
Dr James Oſwald ar Methven, Mr John Faichney at Col- Il 
lace, Mr George Chapman at K:nfauns, Mr Archibald Ste- 1 
venſon at St Madoes, Miniſters; Adam Frier Eſq; of Inner- 
velhy, and John Robertſon Eſq; of Tullibelton, Ruling El- 
ders: From the Presbytery of S irling. Mr Lauchlan Tay- ; i 
lor at Larbert, Mr James Frame at Ala, Miniſters, and i" 
Lord Barjarg, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Huch | 1 
zerarder, Mr James Scot at Muthill, Mr James Reid at Tri- Il 
nity-Gaik, Mr Alexander Smith at Dunning, Miniſters ; and 1 
Bailie James Gentle, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery 
of Dumblane, Mr James Smith at Kill[madeck, Mr John Ro- 
bertſon ar Dumblane, Miniſters ; and Captain John Camp- 
bell of Kilpunt, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Dunfermline, Mr David Hunter at Saline, Mr Alexander I! 
Daling at Cleiſh, Mr John Spence at Orwell, Miniſters ; and If 
Sir George Preſton of Valley field, Ruling Elder : From the ll 
Burgh of Dunfermline, Mr John Lindſay late Conveener of 1 
the Trades of Edinburgh From the Burgh of Culroſſ, 
Bailie Robert Geddes, Merchant in Culroſs : From the I 
Presbytery of Kirkaldy, Dr Hary Spenge at Wemyſs, Mr Pa- | If 
trick Muirhead at Dyſart, Mr Thomas Webſter at King- 
Forn, Miniſters; and Mr Andrew Balfour Advocate, Ru- | | 
ling Eluer: From the Burgh of Kirkaldy, Provoſt John 
Currie: From the Presbytery of Cypar, Mir James Bruce 
at Dunbog, Mr George Lyon at Strathmieglo, Mr David 
Burn at Moon ie, Mr Charles Wilſon at Auchtermuchty, Mi- 
niſlers; the Right Honourable the Earl of Leven, and An- 
drew Barclay of Pittachop Eiq; Ruling Elders: From the 
Presbytery of St Andrews, Mr James Muriſon Principal of 


the New College, Mr Patrick Glaſs at Craill, Mr John W l 
Mair at Cameron, Mr David Hunter at St Andrews, Mini- bl 
ſters; John M'Naughton Eſq; and Mr John Lamont, Ru- | 1 


ling Elders: From the Univerſity of St Andrews, Principal 3 4 
Tullideph : From the Burgh of Pittenweem, James Duding- 1 
ſton of St Foord Eſq; From the Burgh of Craill, John Gil 
lis Bailie: From the Burgh of Anſtruther-Eaſter, James 
Durham of Largo Eſq; From the Burgh of Kilrennie, 
Bailie John Walker Merchant in Edinburgh From the 
Presbytery of Meigle, Mr John Robertſon at Myth, Mr 
Alexander Scot at Meigle, Mr James Spankie at Cupar, 
Miniſters; and Mr Murray of Lintroſe, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Forfar, Mr Thomas Raiker at Och- 
lau, Dr John Ker at Forfar, Miniſters; and George Demp- 
ter Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of 
Forfar, Mr John Adam: From the Presbytery of Dundee, 
Mr Thomas Randale at Inchture, Mr William Biſſet at Dun- 
fe, Mr John Gellatly at Tealing, Miniſters ; and Bailie 
| | | | John 
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John Pitcairn, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Dundee 
Bailie Patrick Maxwell: From the Presbytery of Aberhro. 
hock, Mr Robert Traill at Panbride, Mr Thomas Hunter at 
Arbirlor, Miniſters; the Honourable Baron Maule, Rulin 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Brechin, Mr David Blair 
at Brechin, Mr William Cruden at Logier- Port, Mr Charles 
Niſbet at Montroſe, Miniſters; the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Northesk, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Fordoun, Mr Alexander Shavk ar Arbuthnot, Mr Alexander 
Shank at Eccleggreig, Mr David Forbes at Laurence- Kiri, 
Miniſters; and Mr William Galloway Merchant in Egin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Kincardine 
O-Niel, Mr John Abel at Echt, Dr John Ogilvy at Midmar, 
Mr John Ramſay at Lumphannan, Miniſters ; and Sir Ar— 
thur Forbes, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Al. 
ford, Mr John Lumsden at Srrathdon, Mr Willie m Duff at 
Glenbucker, Mr James Gordon at Calrachin, Miniſters; and 
Mr John Duncan, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of 
Ellon, Mr John Roſs at Logie, Mr George Adams at Udney, 
Miniſters ; and Mr John Polſon in Forvern, Ruling Elder : 
From the Presbytery of Garioch, \ir John Likely at Oldmel- 
drum, Mr Thomas Shepherd at Bourtie, Mr John Biſſet at 
Culſamond, Miniſters; and the Procurator, Kuling Elder: 
From the Burgh of Inverary, Mr John Clerk Merchant in 
Edinburgh: From the Presbytery -of Fordyce, Mr James 
Dunbar at Boyndic, Mr Robert Grant at Cullen. Miniſters ; 
and Mr John Robert ſon Writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: 
From the Burgh of Cullen, the Honourable Charles Hope- 
Weir of Craigiehall- From the Burgh of Bang, Mr John 
Dalrymple Advocate: From the Presbytery of S:rarhbogie, 
Mr John Touch at Mort lach, Mr John Coupar ar Glaſs, 
Miniſters; and Mr Coſmo Gordon Advocate, Ruling El- 
der: From the Presbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at 
Inveraven, Mr James Thomſon at Aterlour, Miniſters ; and 
Mr Ifaac Grant Writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Flder: From 
the Presbytery of fbernerhy, Mr Patrick Grant at Cromdale, 
Mr John Grant at Aberneily, Miniſters; and Nr Gregory 
Grant, Ruling Flder: From the Burgh of Elgin, Mr David 
Sampſon Factor to the Karl of Hoperoun : From the Presby- 
tery of Forres, Mr Robert Dunbar at Dyke, Mr James Mun- 
ro at Kinloſti, Miniſters; and Profeſſor Patrick Cumming in 
Glaſgow, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Inverneſs, 
Mr Malcolm Nicolſon at Xiltarlety, Mr Robert Roſe at In 
werneſ;, Miniſters; and Mr Alexander Campbell Advocate, 
- Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Chanonry, Mr Hec- 
tor M*Phail at K:rkmichael, Mi James Munro at Cromarty, 
Miniſters; and Profeſſor James Robertſon, Ruling Elder: 


From the Presbytery of Dingwall, Mr John — at 
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l. David Chiſholme at Kilmorack, Miniſtets; and 
Mr Albert Munro of Coull, Ruling Elder: From the Pres- 
byrery of Abertarph, Mr John Grant at Urquhart, Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer at Killmalie, Miniſters; aud Mr Colquhoun 
Grant Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Pres- 
bytery of Skye, Mr Malcolm Maccaſkile at Hort Iles, Mr 
Martin M*Pherſon at Sate, Miniſters; and Mr John. 
Pringle Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Gairioch, Mr James Robertſon at Lochbroom, Mr Donald 
McLeod at Glenclp, Minifters ; and Mr William M Donald 
Writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: To be Commiſſioners 
of this General Aſſembly, to the Effect after-mentioned ; 

with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Quorum, 
which is hereby declared to be any Thirty-one of the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, whereof Twenty-one are always to be Mi- 
niſters, to meet and conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe ar 
Edinburgh, the firſt Day after the Diſſolution of this Af- 
ſembly, at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon; and there- 
after, the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſl, third Wedneſday of 
November, and the firſt J/edneſday of March next to come, 
and oftner, when and where they ſhall think fit and con- 
venient, with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe 
their own Moderator: And likeways, the General Aſſem— 
bly fully impowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Qua- 

rum above-mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, 

as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referred, or that 
ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order of this AL 

ſembly, and to do every Thing contained in, and conform 
to the Inſtructions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; 
and to advert to the Intereſt of the Church on every Occa- 
ſon, that the Church, and preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof, 
do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anſwerable : Providing always, that 
this general Clauſe be not extended to particular Affairs, 
or Proceſſes before Sy nods or Preſbyteries, that are not of 
univerſal Concern to, or Influence upon, the whole Church. 
And it is hereby appointed, that no private Proceſſes be 
determined, except at the four ſtated Diets; and whar 
ſhall be determined at one Diet of the Commiſſion, with 
Relation to private Cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any o- 
ther Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in Force 
'till diſapproven by the General Afembly. And the Af- 
ſembly renews the Inſtructions given by the General Aſ- 
ſembly in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
tcen, to their Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand 
in full Force, as Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before- 
named, and to be obſerved by them in all Points, as if 
ä the 
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the ſame were ſpecially here inſert; and that they inquire 
into the publiſhing and ſpreading of Books and Pamphlets 
rending towards the promoting of Opinions of whatever 
Kind, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that 
the Recommenders of ſuch Books or Pamphlets, or the 
Errors therein contained, whether by Word, Writ, or 
Print, be called before the faid Commiſſion to anſwer for 
the ſame. And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is herehy 
impowered to receive any References and Appeals that 
ſhall be made to them from Synods, in Matters of Doc- 
trine, and ripen ſuch Affairs for the next General Aſſem— 
bly; and to contribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of 
Vice and Immorality, and give all needful Advice and 
Aſſiſtance to Synods and Preſbyteries, upon Application to 
them for that End: Likeways to take Care that the Im- 
preſſions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
Catechiſms, and ſuch Books as are authoriſed by this Church, 
relating to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernment thereof, be correct; and give Directions about 
printing the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed 
and impowered to keep a Correſpondence with the Com- 
mirtee for Reformation of the Highlands and lands, for 
ſuppreſſing Popery and Superſtition, and for promoting the 
Knowledge of true Religion, and carrying on a Reforma- 
tion in theſe Parts, and give Aſſiſtance and Concurrence 
therein; and, if Need be, co apply to the Government 
for a proper Remedy and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the faid 
Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 
ed ro meddle in any other Matters than what are com- 

mitted and referred to them, as above mentioned : And, 
in all their Actings, they are to proceed according to the 
Acts and Conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 

contrary thereto, or to the Prejudice of the ſame; decla- 
ring, that in, and for all their Actings, they ſhall be ac- 
countable to, aud cenſurable by the next General Aſſem- 
bly, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. And the General Aſſembly 
appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners particularly to obſerve the 
Acts of the General Aſſemblies 1712, and 1719, reſpedt- 
ing the Application of the public Money; which two Acts 
are printed among the Acts of Aſſembly 1761. And this 
Commiſſion is to continue and endure until another Com- 
miſfion be appointed ; and Members are required to attend 
the Diets of the ſaid Commiſſion, and Abſents therefrom 
are ordered to be noticed, according to the 17th Act of the 
General ' Aſſembly held in the Year One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fix, And for the better fecuring of a Quo- 
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rum, and Attendance of Members on the Commiſſion, 
the General Aſſembly prohibirs the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
or any other Preſbytery within twelve Miles thereof, to 
meet on any of the Days or Weeks appointed for the 
Meetings of this Commiſſion; and ſuch of the Members 
of theſe Preſbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are required 
all of them to give Attendance on the Diets thereof; and 
the Preſhyteries at a greater Diſtance, who have four or 
more Members on the Commiſſion, are to take Care, that 
at leaſt rwo of them attend each Diet of the ſame : And 
the General Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their 
firſt Meeting, to diſcuſs ' as many of the Cauſes and Que- 
ſtions relative to the Settlement of vacant Churches, 
which are, or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, 
as they can overtake. And it is further provided, that 
when any Preſbytery, or Synod of this Church, ſhall de- 
cline to comply with the Sentences of the Commiſſion, or 
to give the ſame a full Execution, in that Caſe the Com- 
miſſion is hereby prohibited to execute the fame, by ap- 
pointing any ſuch correſpondent Meetings, as has been 
ſometimes the Practice: but ſholl allow the ſame to ly over 
to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch Preſbyteries or Sy- 
nods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their Conduct, and are 
hereby appointed to ſend up with their Commiſſioners their 
Reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth further 
impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to make due Ap- 
plication to the King and Parliament, for Redreſs of the 
Grievance of Patronage, in caſe a favourable Opportunity 
for ſo doing ſhall occur during the Subſiſtence of this Com- 
miſſion. And the General Aſſembly do enjoyn their Com- 
miſſion, that in paſſing their Sentences, and in ordering 
the Execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the t ath 
Act of the Aſſembly 1736. 


Act 
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VI. 


Act declaring Mr James Bain, late Mi. 
niſter at Paiſley, incapable of recei- 
ving or accepting a Preſentation or 
Call to any Pariſh in this Church, 
without the ſpecial Allowance of the 


General flembly. 


At Edinburgh the twenty-ſeventh Day of May, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-ſix Years. 


+ HE which Day the General Aſſembly of the 
| # T . Church of Scotland had tranſmitted to them 
55 from their Committee for Bills, a Petition for 
—Meſſrs Warner, Davidſon, and Kennedy, Mini. 
ſters in the Presbytery of Paiſley, tabling an Appeal taken 
by them in Name of ſaid Presbytery, from a Sentence of 
the Synod of Glaſgow and Air; by which Sentence, the 
ſaid Synod had accepted of a Demiſſion from Mr James Bain 
one of the Miniſters of Paiſley, and declared his Kirk va— 
cant; and appointed the Presbytery of Paiſley to meet on 
the twenty-third Day of April, in order to receive any Ap- 
lication that might be made to them for the ſupply of the 
ſaid Vacancy. Which Petition ſets furth, Thar the Pres- 
bytery of Paiſley had laid before them a Letter from Mr 
ame Bain one of the Miniſters of Paiſley, bearing a De- 
miſſion of his Office and Charge as Miniſter of Paiſley, up- 
on the twenty- ſixth Day of March laſt. The Presbytery, 
by their Deliverance of that Date, delayed the further Con- 
ſideration of that Affair until the twenty-third Day of A 
ril, in order that Mr Bain might be heard upon that Sub- 
ject before ſinal Sentence was paſt, and ordered a Letter to 
be wrote to the ſaid Mr Bain, requiring bim to attend upon 
the ſaid twenty-third Day of April. Againſt which Sen- 
rence the Magiſtrates of Paiſley proteſted, and appealed to 
the Synod of Glaſgow and Air. That the Synod of Gla/- 
gow and Air ſuſtained the ſaid Appeal, accepting of ſaid 
Demiſſion, declared his Kirk vacant, and appointed the 
Presbytery of Paiſley to meet on the twenty-third Day oi 


April, in order to receive any Application that might 1 
made 
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made to them for the Supply of the ſaid Vacancy. That 
the Petitioners, by Virtue of Powers from the Presbytery of 
Paiſley, who conſidered Mr Bazn's Conduct to be very ure- 
gular, proteſted againſt the ſaid Sentence of Synod, and ap- 
pealed to the Venerable Aſſembly for Redrefs, and praying 
that it might pleaſe the Venerable Aſſembly to take in the 
{aid Appeal, reverſe the Judgment of the Synod of Glaſgow 
and Air, and take ſuch further Steps in it as to their Wiſ- 
gom ſhall ſeem meet, and as the very great Importance of 
the Cauſe deſerved. A alſo, Another Petition from the 
Magiſtrates and Town-Council of Paiſley, complaining of the 
Presbytery's not having met upon the ſaid twenty-third of 
April, in Terms of the Synod's Sentence, and praying for 
Redreſs in fuch Manner as the Venerable Aſſembly ſhould 
judge proper. The Moderator being a Member of the Sy- 
nod of Glaſgow and Air, Dr Oſwald, at the Aſſembly's De- 
fire, took the hair. Parties being called, there compeered 
for the Appellants, the ſaid Meſſrs Warner, Davidſon, and 
Kennedy ; for the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, Meſſrs Dun, 
Freebairn, and Mr Colin Campbell; and for the Town of 
Paiſley, Mr Foſeph Williamſon Advocate: The Letter of 
Demiftion by the ſaid Mr James Bain to the Moderator of 
the Presbytery of Paiſley was called for and read; the Sen- 
tence of the Synod appealed from ; the Petition of Appeal, 
and Reaſons, and Anſwers by the Synod to the faid Peti- 
tion of Appeal and Reaſons, together with the Petition of 
the Magiſtrates of Paiſley, were all read over ; and Parties 
being fully heard at the Bar, were removed: The General 
Aſſembly, after ſome reaſoping on this Affair, ordained 
that the ſaid Mr James Bain be ſummoned to appear before 
them upon Thurſday next, in the New Church Ile, at Ten 
o'Clock, in order to anſwer for his Conduct in giving up his 
Miniſterial Charge at Paiſley, and appointed their Clark to 
iſſue out an Order upon one of their Officers for this Pur- 
poſe, who ſhould deliver the Summons to the ſaid Mr Fames 
Bain perſonally, or at his Dwelling-Houſe, and ſhould re- 
turn a written Execution thereupon; and in the mean Time 
the Aſſembly delayed proceeding any further in the Affair 
till that Diet, and Parties were then ordered to attend: Par- 
ties were called in, and the above Sentence was intimated 
to them. Ar Edinburgh the twenty-ninth Day of May, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-ſix Years, the General 
A ſſembly proceeded to the Determination of the Cauſe of 
Paijley, in Conſequence of their Reſolution of Tacſſay laſt ; 
and the Cauſe being called, Parties compeared as formerly: 
The General Aſſembly called for the Execution of Citation 
againſt Mr James Bain, which was produced and read, bear- 
ng him to have been ſummoned perſonally ; and Mr Bain 
| ; F having 
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having appeared perſonally at the Bar, was heard; the Let- 
ter of Demiſſion by him to the Preſbytery of Paiſley was 
read, the Tenor whereof follows: Reverend dear Sir, It would 
have given me great Pleaſure to have met with my Brethren of 
the Presbytery of Paiſley, as it would have given me an oppor. 
tunity of acquainting them with what I now inform you of, 
as their Moderator, to be laid before them, viz. That 1 
entirely give up my Charge of the High Church in this 
Town, and the Care of the Flock belonging to it, into 


the Presbytery's Hand. They know not how far I am ad- 


vanced in Life, who ſee not that an Houle for Worſhip, ſo 
very large as the High Church, and commonly ſo crouded 
too, mult be very unequal to my Strength; and this Bur— 
den was made more heavy by denying me a Seſſion to afliſt 
me in the common Concerns of the Pariſh, which TI cer- 
tainly had a Title to; nor am I ſingular in thinking fo, as 
I have the Opinion of the firſt Judge of the Kingdom, that 
it was peeviſh to refuſe it: But the Load became quite into- 
lerable, when, by a late unhappy Procels, the juſt and natu— 
ral Right of the common Seſſion was wreſted from us, 
which drove away from fitting in it twelve men of excellent 
Character, ſo that I had not one Elder for five hundred 
of examinable Perſois in my Proportion; nor does it alle- 
viate the Burden, that this Right of the Seſſion was fo tame- 
ly given up (ſome perhaps wil ſay betrayed) by thoſe who 
ought to have defended it; For in any Society where Can- 
dour is thought ro be gone, Confidence mult die. I would 
earneſtly beg of my very Reverend Brethren to think that 
this Change of my Condition, and the Charge I have now 
accepted, makes no Change in my former Creed and Chri- 
ſtian Belief, none in my Principles of Chriſtian and Miniſte- 
rial Communion, nay none in my cordial Regard to the 
Conſtitution and Intereſt of the Church of Scorland, which 


J ſolemnly engaged to ſupport ſome more than thirty Years 


ego, and hope to do ſo while I live. At the fame Time! 
abhor Perſecution in every Form, and that Abuſe of Church 
Power of late, which to me appears inconſiſtent with Hu- 
manity, with the civil Intereſts of the Nation, and deſtruc- 
tive of the Ends of our Office as Miniſters of CHRIST. 
I would only add, and aſſure my Brethren, that I go away 
with a grateful Senſe of their Civilities to me while among 
them: As a ſmall Recompence, it is my heart's Deſire to 
GOD, That they and their Flocks may proſper, and they 
may be directed to promote a ſpeedy and comfortable Settle- 
ment of a Paitor over that very numerous and affectionate 
People, who are now my Charge no more. With Eſteem | 


Tam, Reverend dear Sir, Oc. Then the Parties were re- 
moved. The Moderator being a Member of the 


Synod of 
Glaſgow 
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Glaſgow and Air, Dr Ofwald, at the Aſſembly's Deſire, 
took the Chair. The General Aſſembly determined the 
Cauſe anent the Vacancy of the Pariſh; and then, 
the Moderator having reſumed the Chair, proceeded to 
take under their Conſideration Mr Bain's Conduct, and 
what is contained in his Letter: And he being called 
upon, Was further heard, and again removed ; and, after a 
very long Debate, a Motion was made by a Member to the 
following Purpoſe: I., That the Aſſembly ſhould declare 
him to be no Miniſter of this Church; and that he is inca- 
pable of receiving or accepting of a Preſentation or Call to 
any Pariſh in this Church, without the ſpecial Allowance of 
ſome future General Aſſembly. And, 240, That the General 
Aſſembly ſhould prohibit all the Miniſters of this Church from 
employing him to preach, or perform any Min. ſterial Ot- 
fices for them, or from being employed by him, unleſs ſome 
future Aſſembly ſhall ſee Cauſe to take off this Prohibition, 
The General Aſſembly, after deliberating upon the above Mo- 
tion, agreed to the firſt Part thereof without a Vote; But, 
Members being divided in their Opinions with Regard to 
the ſecond Part of the Motion, the General Aſſembly came 
to the following State of a Vote, Mree to the laſt Part of the 
Motion, or Nor; and the Rolls being called, and Votes mark- 
od, it carried by a great Majority Agree + And therefore, the 
General Aſſembly Find and declare That the ſaid Mr Fames 
Bain is no Miniſter of this Church, and that he is incapable 
of receiving or accepting of a Preſentation or Call to any 
Pariſh in this Church, without the ſpecial Allowance of ſome 
future General Aſſembly. And the General Aſſembly dohere- 
by prohibit all the Members of this Church from employ- 
ing him to preach or perform any Miniſterial Offices for 
them, or from being employed by him, unleſs ſome future 
Aſſembly ſhall ſee Cauſe to take off this Prohibition. Mr 
Bain being called in, the above Sentence was intimated to 
him. | 


A& 
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VII, 


Act anent the Form of 44 e 


HE General Aſſembly well had laid before them 
rhe Report ofa Committee appointed toreviſe the 
Forms of Commiſſions ro Members of the General 
Aſſembly, and confidering that it is of the great- 

eſt Importance for the Honour and Intereſt of Religion 

that the Office- bearers of the Church thould behave * 

conduct theniſelves in all Reſpects becoming their Character, 


do, in Terms of the Act of Aſſembly 224 May 1722, car- 


neſtly beſeech, exhort, and require all Miniſters to take 


Heed to themſelves, and to their Doctrine, and to be ex- 


emplary to their People in Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and 
Holineſs, abſtaining from all Appearance of Evil: And in 
like Manner, the General Aflembiy do earneſtly beſcech, 
exhort, and require the Elers and De-cons to be faithful 
in the Diſcharge of their reſpective Offices, tender and cir- 
cumſpect in their Valk, punctual in their attending upon 
Ordinances, ſtrict in their Obfervation of the Lord's 5 Day, 
and regular in keeping up the Worſhip of Gop in their Fa- 
milies. The Aſſembly do further enjoin and require, for 
the more regular Election of Members to the Aſſembly in 
Time coming, Presbyteries, Burghs, aud Univerſities, ſtrict- 
ly to oblerye the Acts of former A ſſemblies, appointing that 
the Election ſhall be made at leaſt forty Days before the 
Meeting of Ailembly, and within a Month preceeding the 


firſt of the ſaid forty Days, except thoſe lying in the Nor- 


thern and Weſtern Iſles, and ſhall appoint the Day of Elec- 
tion at a Meeting to be entered in their Minutes, at leaſt ten 
free Days before ſuch Election; and that on the Day of E- 
lection, they ſhall make their Elections betwixt the Hours 
of One and eight o'Clock in the Evening. 

The General Aſſembly conſidering alſo that ſome Ads 
regulating the Manner and Time of electing Members to the 
Aſſembly are poſterior to the Act 17th May 1725,eftabliſt- 

g the preſent Form of their Commiſſions ; and that theſe 
Forms refer in general to Acts of Aſſembly that contain 
ſome Particulars, of which Presbyteries, Univerſities, and 
Burohs cannot have any certain Evidence, and are thereby 


reduced to the Neceſſity either of atteſting what does not 
come 
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come properly under their own Knowledge, or of omitting 
| Clauſes in the eſtabliſhed Form, whereby their Commit. 


ſions have been rendered void and null, rhe Aſſembly did on 
all theſe Accounts, and hereby do appoint and ordain the 
Forms of Commiſſions and Arteſtations, hereunto ſubjoined, 
to be oblerved by Presbyteries, Seſſions, Univerſities, and 


Burghs; and enact and ordain, That all ſuch Commiſſions. 


and Atteſtations as are not conceived and atteſted in theſe 


very Words of the Form now preſcribed ſhall be rejected. 


The General Afſlembly do further declare and enact, 
That when a Kirk Seſſion or Presbytery refuſe their Con- 
currence or Atteſtation to a Commiſſion by a Burgh or U- 
niverſity, without aſſigning the Reaſens of their Refuſal, 
that Commiſſioners ſhall be fuſtained as if duly atteſted, in 
caſe the Matter ſhall be brought before the Aſſembly by 
Proteſt or Appeal. And they appoint the Agent for the 
Church to cauſe print this Act, together with the follow- 


ing Forms of Commiſſions, and tranſmit the ſame to the 


ſeveral Presbyteries, Univerſities, and Burghs. 


Form of CoMM1$s$S10NS by Prebytcries, 


= | the Day of 
Years, THE which Day the Presbytery of 
being conveened betwixt the Hours of One 
and Eight o'Clock in the Evening, in Order to elect their 
Repreſentatives to the enſuing Aſſembly, purſuant to a Reſo- 
lution entered into their Minutes on the day of 
Did, and hereby do nominate and appoint 


Mr Miniſter at and Mr 


Miniſter at and 


and | Ruling Elders, their 


cb to the next General Aſſembly of this Church, 
indicted to meet at . Day of 
next to come, or when and where it ſhall 


happen to ſic, willing them to repair thereto, and to attend 
all the Diets of the ſame, and there to conſult, vote, and 
determine in all Matters that come before them, to the 


Glory of Gop and the Good of his Church, according to the 
Word of Gon, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable to 
the Conſtitutions of this Church, as they will be anſwerable; 
and that they report their Diligence therein at their Return 
therefrom. And the faid Presbytery does hereby teſtify 
and declare, That all the Miniſters above named have ſign- 
ed the Formula, enjoined by the roth Act of the Aſſembly 
Anno 1711, and the Ruling Elders above written have ſign- 
ed the Formula — by the 11th Act of the Aſſembly 

G I 694. 


1694. 
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And further, that the ſaid El lers are of unblemiſh. 


ed Characters, circumtpect in their Walk, regular in giving 
Attendance on the Ordinances of Divine Inſtirution, and be. 
have in other Reſpects agreeable to their Office, All which 
the Presbytery have hereby atteſted on proper Informa- 


tion. 


ATT E STATION. 


At the Day of 

Years, THE which Day the Presbytery of 

having had the above Extract of their Commiſſion to 
their Repreſentatives in the enſuing Aſſembly laid before 
them, they cauſed it ro be read, and having reviſed and 


conſidered the fame, they did approve thereof. Atteſted 
by A. B. Moderator. 


-OT Cls. 


Form of COMMISSIONS from Univerſities. 


Al the Day of Tears. 
THE which Day, the Principal, Profel: -jors, Maſters, and 
other Members of the Univerſity of having 
Right ro elect, being conveened betwixt the Hours of 
One and Eight o'Clock in the Evening, in Order to elect 
their Repreſentative to the enſuing Aſſembly, purſuant to a 


Reſolution entered into their Minu on the 
Day of did and hereby do, no- 


minate and appoint their Com- 
miſſioner to the next General Aſſembly of this Church, in- 


dicted to meet at the Day of 
next to come, or when and where it ſhall happen 
to ſit, willing him to repair thereto, and to attend all the 
Diets of the ſame, and there to conſult, vote, and deter- 
mine in all Matters that come before them, to the Glory of 
God, and the Good of his Church, according ro the Word 
of Gon, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable to the 
Confiirution of this Church, as he will be anſwerable; and 
that he report his Diligence therein at his Return there- 
from. And it is hereby teſtifyed and declared, That the 
ſaid is a Minitter, or (3% Elder) of this 
Church, lawfully ordained, and hath ſigned the Formula en- 
join'd by the 10th Act of the Aſſembly, anno 171T ; or (if 
an Elder) hath ſign'd the Formula preſcribed by the I 1th 


Act of the Aſſembly 1694. And further, that the faid 
Commilſione, 


Commiſſioner is every other Way qualified to be a Member 
of the Aſſembly, according to the Acts of the Aſſembly; 
and (if an Filder, it muſt be faid) and in particular, he is of 


ſtitution, and behaves in other Relpects agreeable to his Of- 
fice. All which the Univerfiry have hereby atteſted on pro- 
per Information. Hxtracted by . 


ATTESTATION 


Al me © Day of 
Years, THE which Day the Presbytery of 
having had before them a Commiſſion given 
by the Univerfity of to 
to repreſent the ſaid Univerfity in the enſuing General Af- 
ſembly of this National Church, do, in Terms of the 4th 
Act of Aſſembly 1720, the7th Act of Aſſembly 1723, and 
4h Act of Aſſembly 1724, teſtify and declare, that the faid 
is a Miniſter or (an Elder) lawfully 
ord:ined ; that he has ſigned the Formula enjoined by the 
roth Ad of Aſſembly 1711; or (if an Elder) hath ſigned 
the Formula preſcrib'd by the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694 ; 
aud that he is a Matter of the ſaid Univerſity, or 
And further, That the ſaid Commiſſioner is 
every other way qualified to be a Meinber of the Aſſembly, 
according ro the Acts of Aſſembly, This ſigned by 
| A. B. Moderator. 


Form of CoMMiss10NnSs from Burgh. 


A. the Day of 


Years, THE which Day the Magiſtrates” and 
Town-Council of being conveened in 


Council, betwixt the Hours of One and Eight o'Clock in 

the Evening, in order to elect their Repreſentative to the 

enſuing Aſſembly, purſuant to a Reſolution entered into 
their Minutes on the Day of 
did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint 

their Commiſſioner to the next General Aſſembly 

of this Church, indicted to meet at - the 

Day of next to come, or when and 

where it ſhall happen to ſit, willing him to repair thereto, 


fult, vote, and determine in all Matters that come before 
| | | | them 
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an uublemiſhed Character, circumſpect in his Walk, regu- 
lar in giving Attendance on the Ordinances of Divine In- 


and to attend all the Diets of the ſame - and there to con; 


: 
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them, to the Glory of Gop, and the Good of his Church, 
according to the Word of God, the Confeſſion of F aith, 
and agreeable to the Conſtitution of this Church, as he 
will be auſwerable; and that he report his Diligence there- 
in at his Retura therefrom. And it is hereby teſtifyed and 
declared, That the ſaid Is an Elder of this 
Church, lawfully ordained, and hath ſigned the Formula 
enjoined by the 11th Act of Aﬀembly 1694, and is every 
other way qualified ro be a Member of Aſſembly, and 


likewiſe that he is (a Reſidenter in the ſaid Burgh) or (an 


Heretor in the ſaid Burgh) or (an Heretor in the Bounds of 
the Presbytery of within which the ſaid 
Burgh lies) or (has formerly reſided and officiated as an El- 
der in the ſaid Burgh) or (Presbytery of 

within which the ſaid Burgh doth ly, according 
to the Acts of Aſſembly; and, in particular, that he is of 
an unblemiſhed Character, circumſpect in his Walk, regular 
in giving Attendance on the Ordinances of Divine Inſtitu— 


tition, and behaves in other Reſpects agreeable to his Of- 
fice. All which the Magiſtrates and Town-Council have at- 
teſted on proper Information Extracted by C. D. Cls. 


ATT E STATION by the Kirk-Seſſion. 


A. 3 the Day of 
Yearss THE which Day the Kirk-Seſſion of 
having had laid before thema Commiſ- 


ſion given by the Magiſtrates and Tou n- Council of 


to to repreſent the ſaid Burgh 
in the enſuing General Aſſeinbly of this National Church, 
do, in the Terms of the 4th Act of Aſſembly 1720, teſtify 
and declare, that the ſaid is an Elder law- 
fully ordained, and that he has ſigned the Formula preſcri— 
bed by the 11th Act of the General Aſſembly 1 694, 
Extacted by 
A. B. Moderator, 
C. D. Cls. 


ATTE STATION hh the Preibyrer). 


At the Day of 
Tear. THE which Day the Presbytery of 

| having had produced before them 2 
Commiſſion given by the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of 
| to to repreſ-nt the 


d Burgh in the enſuing General Aſſembly of this m_ 
Churc 
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Church, with an Atteſtation of the Kirk-Seffion of the ſaid 
Burgh, conform to the Direction of the Act th of Aſſem- 
bly 1718, Act 4th Aſſembly 1720, and Act 4th Aſſembly 
1724, do, in the Terms of the forefaid Acts, likewile teſti- 
fy and declare, that the ſaid is an Elder 
lawfully ordained, and that he has ſigned the Formula pre- 
ſcribed by the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694: aud likeways, 
that he is (a Reſidenter in the Burgh) or (an Heretor in the 
ſaid burgh) or (an Heretor in the Bounds of the Presby tery 
of £ within which the ſaid Burgh lies) 

or (has formerly reſided and officiated as an Elder in the 
ſaid Burgh) or (Presbytery of within 
which the ſaid Burgh does ly) ; and further, that the ſaid 

Commiſſioner is every other way qualified ro be a Member 
of the Aſſembly, according to the Acts of Aſſembly. This 

ſigned by A. B. Moderator. 


"POLLS DELL W 
VII. 


Act appointing the Diet of the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. _ 


„ HE next General Aſſembly of this National 
#. 17 Church is appointed to be held in this Place 
„on Thurſday the twenty-firſt of May, in 

the Year One Thouland ſeven hundred and 
ſixty-ſeven. _ 


Collected and extracted from the Records of the General 
Aſſembly, by 


GEORGE WISHART, cli. Ecc. Scot. 


H | Overture 


? 
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Overture anent Tranſmiſſion of all the 
f former Overtures. 


So PON Report from the Committee 


i ZE, for Overtures, tranſmitted by the 
ll OI HEE laſt and preceeding Aſſemblies, the 
| | 1 — OED f 

(| 25 2221;-; General Aſſembly agreed, that all 
" 755 43% rheſe be again tranſmitted, and 
þ SOL 2 2 Nen . | . a 
| 5825 „do hereby appoint, that ſuch Pres- 
i 5 $7" byteries as have not yet ſent up 
if 17 their Opinions concerning them, 
| * : 

j 4 853 5 do ſend up the ſame to the next 
ft General Aſſembly. The Overtures are theſe: 190, Anent 


ſending up Opinions on Overtures tranſmitted by the Aſ— 
ſembly. 2do, For repealing that Part of the Form of Pro- 
ceſſes anent Exculpations. 37io, Anent Members of infe— 
rior Courts judging, in Cauſes appealed from chem; and that 
the Report concerning them be brought into an earlier Diet 
of the Aſſembly. 
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Adtings and Proceedings of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the Year 


1766, which are not printed at full Length. 


May 22. 1766. Se]. f. 


FTER Sermon by the Reverend Dr Fames Ofwald 
A Miniſter of the Goſpel at Methven, Moderator of 


the laſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders, Members of the Aſſembly, did con- 
veen in the Aſſembly-Houſe, and the Reverend Mr John 
Hamilton, one of the Miniſters of the City of Glaſgow, 


being choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſſembly's defire took | 


the Chair, 
The King's Commiſſion to John Earl of Glaſgow to repre» 
ſent His Majeſty” s Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly read, 


and recorded. 


recorded. 
The Commiſſioner's Speech at opening this Aſſembly; and 


the Moderat or's Speech in return the vet“. 
His Majeſty's Royal Warrant of L. 1o00 Sterling delivered 


into the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſſi joner, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

A Committee named for anſwering the King 8 moſt gracious 
Letter. 

A Committee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the 
Members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring Abſenis from the 
Diers thereof; naming Miniſters 10 preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner; receiving in Liſts of 
Probationers in the ſeveral Presbyteries, in Order to their 
being recorded. 

Committee for Overtures named. 

Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals named, 

Remit to the Committee for preparing an Anſwer to the 
King's Letter, to bring in an Overture concerning the 
timeous Diſtribution of Caſes, reſpecting Affairs 10 be be- 
fore the Aſſembly, 


The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly read, and 
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May 23. 1766. 92 2. 


A Diet ſpent in Prayer. 

The Act 17th of the Aſſembly 1718, for the better Dig 
patch of the Buſineſs of Allembly, read, and the Obſer- 
vation thereof enjoined. 

Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King s Com- 
miſſioner. 


May 24. 0. Seſſe 3. 


The Draught of an Anſwer to the King's molt gracious 


Letter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven ; and his 
Grice the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's Requeſt, un- 
dertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

The Report of the Committee for reviſing Commiſſions pro- 
duced and read. The General Aſſembly proceeded to the 
Conſideration of the Commiſſion from the Preſbytery of 
Paijley, and Dr Witherſpoor's Proteſt there-againſt. A 
Debate having ariſen among the Members, Whether Dr 
IWitherſpoon's Proteſt, and the Matter contained therein, 
was properly before the Aſſembly, or not? The Aſſembly, 
by a Vote, found it competent to take in this Affair; 
and, in order to have this Matter fully before them, ap- 

oints their Committee for Bills to meet in their uſual 
Place on Monday Morning, at Nine o'Clock, in order to 
receive in an Appeal of the Preſbytery of Paiſley, from a 
Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, and all other 
Papers relative to this Matter: And the Aſſembly reſolves 
to conſider this whole Affair at their Diet on Monday 
next. 

May 26. 1766. Seſſe 4. 

A Committee named to conſider 2 Repreſentation of the 
Preſbytery of Meigle, and to report. 

A Committee named to reviſe the Regiſter of the Actings 
and Proceedings of the Commiſſion of the late General 
Aſſembly, audite the Procurator and Agent's Accompts, 
conſider the State of the public Money, and prepare Over- 
tures about the ſame. 

A Committee named to reviſe the Regiſter * the Commit- 
tee named by laſt Aſſembly for managing the Royal Boun- 
ty for the Reformation of the Highlands and I/lands. 


Committees named for reviſing. the Synod Books of Merſe 


and Teviotdale, Dumfries, and Perth and Stirling. 


: The Synod Books of Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, Lo- 


thian and T weedale, Galloway. Glaſgow and Ayr, Aigle, 
Fife, Angus and Mearns, Aberdeen, Murray, Roſs, Glenetg, 
and the Preſbytery Book of Zetland, _— Reſolved, 
that the Reaſons thereof be * into. * 
c 


INDE X 1766. 


The ard of the Presbytery of Paiſley againſt the Sentence 
of the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, heard; and the Synod's 
Sentence affirned in both Parts : The firſt Part finding a 
Cauſe in the Caſe of William Turner, who had been elect- 
ed by the Seſſion of Greenock, as their Elder to repreſent 
them in the ſaid Presbytery, and was refuſed by them to 
be put upon the Roll: And the ſecond, ordaining William 
Turner to be pur upon the Roll of the Presbytery, as an 
Elder duly elected by the Kirk- ſeſſion of Greenock. 

The Commiſſion from the ſaid Presbytery io their Repreſen- 
tatives of this Aſſembly, conſidered ; and, in reſpect of 


their Election, their Commiſſion is declared void and null ; 
and the Members Names ordered to be ſcored out of the 
Roll of Aſſembly. 

A new Committee named to conſider the other Parts of the 
Report upon the Commiſſions, and prepare and m_g in 
an Overture thereupon to this Aſſembly. 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to receive in from 


their reſpective Synods or Presbyteries, claſs the Matters 
therein contained, and prepare Overtures thereupon to 
the Aſſembly. 

The Cauſe anent the Triah of Mr Well, referred to the 
Commiſſion, with full Power to > they to judge, and finally 
determine therein. 

Reſolve anent taking in Cauſes. | 
May 27. 1766. Seſſ. 5. 
The new Committee named for reviſing the Report upon the 
Commiſſions, and preparing an Overture thereon, order- 
ed to meet at the Riſing of this Sederunt; and to bring 
in their Report to the Aſſembly To-morrow; at which 
Time, the Aſſembly reſolves to conſider the Objection to 


after it, the other Parts of the ſaid Report. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by laſt General 
Aſſembly to conſider the Overture anent the Cauſes and 
Growth of Schiſm called for. The Report given in and 
read: The Aſſembly remits the ſaid Overture, and Re- 
port thereon, to the Committee of Overtures, in order 
to conſider the ſame, and report W to this 
Aſſembly. 


An Appeal of Meſſrs Warner, Davidſon, and Kennedy, Mi- 
bytery, from a Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, 


Miniſters of TY and declaring his Kirk vacant, and 
appointing 


their excluding a conſtituent Member from voting in 


the ſeveral Members any Inſtructions given to them by 


the Commiſſion from the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and, 


niſters of the Presbytery of Paiſley, in name of ſaid Prefſ- 


accepting of a Demiſſion from Mr James Bain, one of the 
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INDEX 1766. 


appointing the Presbytery of Paiſley to meet on the 23d 
of April, in order to receive any Application that might 
be made to them for the Supply of the ſaid Vacancy, 
heard. The Aſſembly ordains Mr Bain to be ſummoned 
to appear before them upon Thurſday next, in the New 
Church Iſle, at Ten o'Clock, in order to anſwer for his 
Conduct in giving up his miniſterial Charge at Paiſley ; 
and appoint their Clerk to iſſue out an Order upon one 
of their Officers for this Purpoſe, who ſhall deliver the 
Summons to the ſaid Mr James Bain perſonally, or at his 
Dwelling-houſe, and ſhall return a written Execution 
thereupon. And, in the mean Time, the Aſſembly de- 
lays proceeding any further in che Affair till that Diet. 
May 28. 1766. Se.. 6. 

The Report of the Committee, appointed to reviſe and con- 
ſider the Report of the Committee upon Commiſſions, 
was produced and read over; and thereupon the Commiſ- 
ſion from the Presbytery of Edinburgh, &c. was ſuſtained, 

The Overture and Report of the Commitree anent the Cauſe 
and Growth of Schiſm being called for, was produced 
and read over. The General Aſſembly reſolves to take 
up and confider this Matter on Friday firſt, 

An Appeal of his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh, Patron of 
the Pariſh of Dunbar, the Magiſtrates and Town-council 
of Dunbar, and others, Callers of Mr George Bruce, from 
a Sentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweedale, retuſing 

to proceed to the Settlement of the ſaid Mr George Bruce 
at Dunbar, and referring the ſame to this Aſlembly, 
heard; and tlie Presbytery of Dunbar appointed to pro- 
ceed to the Settlement of Mr B/ uce as Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh of Dunbar, with all convenient Speed, according to 
the Rules of the Church. | 
May 29. 1766. Se, 7. 


The Synod Book of Fife produced, and a Committee ap- 
pointed to reviſe the ſame. - 
The Commiſſion from the Burgh of Montroſe rejected, it be- 
ing found that the Perſon choſen had not that Relation 
to the Burgh or Presbytery, which the Acts of Aſſembly 
require. CY 1 | 

A Committee appointed to conſider an Application of the 
Heretors, Elders, and Hea.ls of Families of the perambu- 
lated Bounds of Norry/town, for a new Erection, and the 
Accounts of the Presbytery of Dumblane, and to report. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by laſt General 
Aſſembly, to conſider the Overture anent the incloſing of 


Miniſters Glebes, Oc. being called for, was produced 3 
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INDEX 1766. 
read over; and the Aſſembly refers the ſame to their 


Commiſſion. 5 | : 
Ihe Conſideration of the Cauſe of Paiſley reſumed : The F.xe- 


cution of Citation againſt Mr Bain being called for, was 
produced and read, bearing him to have been perſonally 


ſummoned; and Mr Bain appearing perſonally at the Bar, 


was heard, and his Letter of Demiſſion read. The Aſſem- 
bly finds, That the Presbytery of Paiſley did nothing im- 
proper in their Delay of the 26th Day of March laſt; 
and therefore the Appeal from them was unneceſſary : 


But in regard that Mr Bair's Letter to the Presbytery of 


Paiſley, dated the Toth of February laſt, is now before 


the Aſſembly, the General Aſſembly declares the Church 
of Paiſley to have been vacant from the 26th Day of 


March laſt, the Time the faid Letter was given in to the 
Presbytery ; reſerving to themſelves the full Conſideration 
of any Irregularity in Mr Bain's Conduct, or in the Ex- 
preſſions of his Letter. 
| Reſolve anent taking in Cauſes. 


May 30. 1766. Sf. 8. 


The Procurator and Agents Accompts, with the Report of 


the Committee thereupon, brought in, and ordered'to lye 
on the Table till another Diet. | | 
The Members from the ſeveral Synods appointed to meet a- 
mong themſelves, in order to bring in a Liſt of the No- 
minators of the Commiſſion, according to the 6th Act 
_ of Aſſembly 1705. 5 | . 
The Moderator produced a Letter from General Murray, 
Governor of Canada, directed to him, relating to the 


great Fire that happened at Montreal in May laſt; toge- 


ther with an atteſted Account of the Lok ſuſtained by 
that Fire, under the Hands of the proper Officer, and Seal 
of rhe Iſland appended, craving a Collection through the 


Churches of Scotland. The General Aſſembly having 


conſidered ſaid Application, rejected the ſame, and ap- 

pointed the Moderator to write a reſpectful Letter to 

General , „„ 
There was produced a Memorial from the Preſbyterian 


Church at New-York, praying the Intereſt of this Aſſem- 


ly at the Court of London, for a Royal Mandate to his 
Majeſty's Governor and Council there, to grant the Con- 
gregatjon a Charter of Incorporation for the Ufes ſpecified 
in the Copy of faid Charter lying before rhe Aﬀembly. 


The Aſſembly appointed a Committee to conſider the ſaid 


Memorial, and to report. 


K The 
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INDEX 1766, 


The Overture anent the Cauſes and Growth of Schiſm, with 
the Committee's Report thereupon, conſidered ; and 
after a long Debate, the ſaid Overture rejected. 7 


| May 31. 1766. Seſſ. 9. 
An Application for Dr David Dickſon, for a Meeting of the 


Committee of Bills, read, and the Conſideration thereof 
delayed. | 

Upon a Letter from Dr George IViſhart principal Clerk of 
Aſſembly, his Abſence this Day is excuſed, ande Mr Ar- 
chibald Stevenſon Miniſter in Sr Madoes appointed to offi- 
ciate in his Place. | 

The Moderator of the Committee of Bills moved for a Meet- 
ing of that Committee, at the Deſire of Dr David Dick. 
ſon ; which Deſire the Aſſembly refuſed, in regard Dr 
Dickſon had not applied within the Time limited by the 
Acts of Aſſembly. 

The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion Book given 
in and read, and the Commiſſion's Conduct approven of, 
The Aſſembly's Thanks given from the Chair to the Mo- 
derator of the Commiſſion, for their Faithfulneſs and 
Diligence in the Aﬀairs committed to them, and their 
Book ordered to be attefted. 

Act approving of the Accompt of Mr David Dalrymple Ad- 
yocate, Procurator for the Church, his Intromiſſions with 
his Majeſty's Allowances for defraying the public Charges 
of the Church for Lady-day, Mid-ſummer, Michaclmas 
and © Chriſtmas, 1765 ; and appointing the Balance of 
L. 276: 6: 103 Sterling in his Hands, to be charged in 
his next Accompt. | ET, 

Act approving the Accompt of James Edmonſtone, Agent for 
the Church, and Sub-clerk to the General Aſſembly ; and 
appointing that he have Credit in his next Accompt for 
the Sum of L. 51 : 19: 1 Sterling, being the balance due 
ro him. 3 | Ho 

The Report of the Committee named to confider the Appli- 
cations for Shares of the public Money, given in and read; 
rogether with the Procurator's Opinion thereon, and lay- 
ing before the Aſſembly a State of the public Fund of the 
Church, and of the Amount of the Debt. Upon the firſt 

Part of the Report, viz. concerning Petitions tranſmitted, 
the Aſſembly appointed the following Perſons Creditors on 
the public Fund, for the Sums after-mentioned, ro become 
due to them, after the Debts already contracted upon the 


Funds are cleared, viz. 


Mr John Lumiſden Miniſter at Straihdon, for L. 26. Ten 
Pound whereof to be paid him inſtantly. 
. Mr 


INDEX 1766, 


Mr John Likely Miniſter at Old Meldrum - L. eos 
Mr William Anderſon Miniſter at Manner - 10 o o 


Mr George Nicol Miniſter at Kinnertles — Io © © 
Mr Adam Ferguſon Miniſter at Moulin, in caſe he ; 
does not get Coſts of Suit YEE 0 0 


The Report of the Truſtees for the Widows Fund was given 
in, and ordered to lye on the Table till another Diet. 
The Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the 
Repreſentation from the Presbytery of Meigle produced 
and approven of, and the Opinion and Overture of the 
Committee agreed to, viz. That the Suppreſſing of the 
ſmall Pariſh of Ruthven, and annexing it to contiguous 
Pariſhes ; and that the Diſmembering of Parts of the five 
Pariſhes of Ayth, Bendochie, Blairgowrie, Rattray, and 
Caputh, and getting them united, and erected into a di- 
ſtinqt and ſeparate Pariſh, would be for the Intereſt of 
Religion in theſe Bounds: And therefore it is recom- 
mended to the Presbytery of Meigle, to ſettle and adjuſt, 
with all Parties having Intereſt, the Scheme propoſed ; to 
| procure from the Ceſs Books a Certificate of the total Va- 
juation of each Pariſh, and the Proportion thereof belong- 
ing to the ſeveral Conſenters; and to aſcertain other Facts 
contained in the Memorial : And they are required to 
tranſmit theſe Materials to the Agent for the Church, to 
be laid before the Procurator, who is appointed to draw 
out the proper Summons, and carry on the proceſs at the 
public Expence : But if Oppoſition is likely to happen, or 
the Expence of Proceſs ſhall exceed the Sum of L. 30 Srerl. 
he is to lay the Matter before the Commiſſion, or the next 
General Aſſembly. 17 8 
The Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the Pe- 
tition of the whole Heads of Families within the peram- 
bulated Bounds of Norrieſtoun, given in, and their Opi- 
nion agreed to ; and accordingly it is appointed, that the 
Allowance to a Schonlmaſter there be withdrawn, and a 
Preacher be ſettled there, and ordained ; and he be under + 
the Direction of the Preſbytery of Dumblane. And it is 
remitted to the Committee, to conſider the State of the 
Funds, and to report upon Monday next. 1 
The Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the 
Application from the Presbyterian Church at New-York, 
given in; the Deſire of the ſaid Church is granted, (vid. 
Seſſ. 8.) ; and the Miniſters of Edinburgh, Sollicitor Dun- 
daſs, Mr Crotsbie, Mr Wight, Advocates, named as Com- 
miſſioners, with full Powers of executing the Purpoſes of 
the ſaid Application. | 
A 


IN DE X. 1766. 


A Petition aud Complaint of Mr George Trail Miniſter at 
Dunnet; a Petition for Mr John Scollay and Mr Jerom 
Denuiſon, and a Repreſentation of the Synod of Caithneſs 
and Sutherland,; all reſpecting Mr Thomas Lyell Minifter 
at Sandy, read and conſidered by the Aſſembly. The 
Aſſembly fonnd the Libel given in by the Presbytery of 
North-I/les, ex facie irrelevant and improper, and there. 
fore diſmifled the ſame, and found the whole Proceedings 
Th void and null, in reſpect of their great irregulari- 

: And, as Mr Trail had now appeared and offered to 
in in a Libel againſt Mr Lyell, the General Aſſembly 
agreed to receive that Libel, and appointed it to be ſer- 
ved upon Mr Lyel quam primum, and him to give in An- 
ſwers againſt the Day to be appointed for the Meeting of 

the Commiſſion in Auguſt, and impowered that, or any 
ſubſequent Meeting of the Commiſſion, to jndge of the 
relevancy of that Libel, and every other Queſtion thar 
might occur concerning that Affair; and authoriſes them 
to grant Commiſſions for taking a Proof, and to copnoſce 
and finally determine in this Matter, or to refer the 
ſame to the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhould ſee 
Capſe. Aud further appointed the Commiſſion to in- 
quire, Why the Appointment of the laſt General Af. 
ſembly, wirh reſpect to the libelling of Mr Lyell, was not 
punctually obeyed, and to cite the Presbytery, or any 
particular Member thereof, to the Bar of the Aſſembly, 
if they ſhould ſee Cauſe. And impowered the Commil- 
fion to give Mr Trail what Money might be neceſſary for 
carrying on the Catife, out of the Public F und of the 
Church. 

The Libel againſt Mr Scollay, and whole procedure had 
thereon, likewiſe referred to the Commiſſion. 

A Reference from the Presbytery of Glaſpow anent a new 
Seſſion read. The General Aſſembly appointed the Pres- 

bytery of Glaſgow to authoriſe Mr Ballantyne with his 
Brethren, the Miniſters of the City of Glaſgow, the Prin- 
cipal, rhe Profeffor of Divinity, and Mr Lawrence Hill 
Miniſter, as a Committee of Presbytery to agree upon a 
Nomination of proper Perſons to be Members of Seffion 
for the new erected Church of Glaſgow, called the nd 
Church: And when that Nomination is agreed on by the 
faid Committee, that Mr Ballantyne thalt ſerve their Edict 
from his Pulpit in the ſaid Wynd-Church ; and there- 
after Mr Ballantyne, with the Committee, or any two of 
them, ' ſhall ordain the Perſons nominated to be Mem- 
bers of Seſſion in the Wynd-Church, and to have the 


overſight of that Pari. 
* 


0 
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Committee appointed to conſider a Reference from the 


presbytery of Dalkeith, anent the School of Fala, and 
to report. | 

Reſolve anent taking iu Cauſes. TT 

| | 24 of June i766. Seſſ. ult. 

A Committee named to prepare an Overture anent the li- 
cenſing of Probationers, and appointed to give in the 
ſame to the Commiſſion, to be by them ripened for the 
next Aſſembly. | IE, 

A Committee named to confider an Overture anent the Me- 
thod of ſettling Pariſhes, in Caſe of the Rights falling 


into the Hands of the Presbytery jure devoluto, and to 


give in their Opinion to the Commiſſion. 

The Committee formerly named to conſider the Affair of 
the Schoolmaſter of Fala appointed to give in their Re- 
port to the Commiſſion. N 

The Report of the Viſicors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter 


given in and read, the conduct of the Managers ap- 


proven of, and their Book ordered to be atteſted. 
A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
Year, with the Commiſſion, and Inſtructions ro them. 


The Report of the Committee for naming the Members of 


the Commiſſion, and drawing up Inſtructions to them, 
brought in and approven. 5 

The Report of the Truſtees for managing the Fund for a 
Proviſion to Miniſters Widows, Oc. containing a State 
of the Fund, and their Management; and an Account 
of their Proceedngs ſince laſt Aſſembly being called or, 
was read, and approven of, and ordered to be recorded 
in the ſeparate Regiſter kept for that Purpoſe. 


The Synod Book of Fife atteſted. 


The Synod Book of Dumfries atteſted. 

The Synod Book of Perth and Stirling atteſted. 

The Reviſors of the Synod Book of Merſe and Teviordale 
not being ready to make their Report, are ordered to 

give in the ſame to the Commiſſion. | 

The ſeveral Synods, whoſe Books were abſent, ordered ro 
ſend up the ſame to next Aſſembly. 

A Letter from the Presbytery of Uiſt produced and reed, 
and the Conſideration thereof referred to the Commiſ- 
ſion. | BS, 


The Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the : 


Norryſton Accompts given in and approven of, and the 


Preacher allowed 700 merks at preſent; but the Com- 


miſſion impowered, upon their finding the Fund to a- 


mount to 1200 Merks to allow the Preacher 50 J. of 


Salary. 1 


The 


* 
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The Report of the Committee on the Window-tax given in 
and approven of and their Opinion agreed to, concern 
ing the Importance of having a fixed Agent at London, 
for attending to, and giving timeous 08 con- 
cerning ſuch Affairs there as may concern this Church or 
its Members: ; and accordingly William Gordon Doctor of 
Law is made Choice of as the Church's Agent at London 
for the Purpoſe above mentioned, who is to correſpond 
with the Commiſſion, and with the Procurator on all 
Affairs which are of conſequence to this Church: And 
the ſaid Dr Gordon is commiſſioned to enquire after an 
original Copy of Acts of Afſembly in the Zion College 
Library, and endeavour to recover the ſame, or an au— 
thentic Copy thereof. | 

An Appeal by the Right Honourable the Earl of 3 
Patron of the Pariſh of Eagleſham, from a Sentence of 
the Synod of Glaſgow and Air for delaying to proceed to 
the Trials and Settlement of Mr Clark as Miniſter of the 
Pariſh of Eagleſham, heard, and the Presbytery of Glaſ- 
gow appointed to proceed to the Trial and Settlement of 
Mr Clark, as Miniſter of the Pariſh of Eagleſpam with all 
convenient Speed according to the Rules of the Church. 

A Petition for Mr Edward Irwine Miniſter at Wells; a 
Repreſentation from the Presbytery of Kirkwall, and a- 
nother from the Synod of Caizhneſs and Sutherland, all re- 
ferred to the Commiſſion. 

All Cauſes brought before this Aſſembly and not Semi 

ned by them, referred to the Commiſſion. 

Liſt of Probationers produced and ordered to be recorded. 

| Proteſtations admitted. 

[1 A Committee named to reviſe the Minutes of the Aſſembly's 

it | Proceedings at this and all other Diets thereof, and ro 

1 pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aſſembly as are to be 

1 ſtanding Rules, in order to their being Printed. 

| The Moderator's Speech to the Aſſembly and His Majeſty 8 

1 Commiſſioner. 5 


| The Lord Commiſſioner's Speech to the Aſſembly... 
5 Act appointing the next Meeting of Aſſembly. 
== The * conluded with Prayer and ſinging f Pſalms 


7 


E R R A T 4. 


Page 14. Line 24. in place of Mr John Erskine at Claſgau, read Mr 
: John Erskine at E inburgh, 


